^/Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79T00937A00020001 0029-9 

SECURITT IHB'OHHATION 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AOENCT 
OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES 


w 


w 


28 October 1#2 


STAFF MEMORANDUM NO. 280 
SUBJECT* The Situation in Keiya 


M. 


DOCUMENT NO 

NO^HANGE IN CUSS. 

W DECLASSIFIED 

CLASS. CHANGED TO: TS S C 

NEXT REVIEW DATE: 

AUTH: 


1. The gravity of the current wavff^Bf 4a e ±e8ac S ^^ ^(Sf : lSenjna 

is Indicated by the dispatch to that colony of a British Infantry 
battalion by air fro® Sues and a cruiser from the Mediterranean 
fleet. This action suggests that the colon? 0 s own security forces — 
the police, British officered African troop units, gnrf heme guard 
or Vigilante groups totalling some 2,000 whites «. may not be suf- 
ficient to cope with the spreading depredations of the native Man 
Man secret society. 


2® % first heard of the Man ilau about four years ago, but 
intelligence of its alas and tactics became a vailabl e (apparently 
to the British as wall as th© IB) only very recently, when the 
movement initiated its campaign of terrorism. 1h« Society 9 s 
objectives are believed to be to drive the whites off the fertile 
Kenya highlands, and eventually out of Africa. Its tactics are 
terrorise — cattle-calming, arson, mutilation, and murder. Its 
rites involve witchcraft, oaths, and curses j and its ability to 
enforce secrecy is remarkable. In composition the Mau Man appears 
to be almost wholy drawn from the Kikuyu, one of the largest of the 
Kenya tribes, about 1^000, OOQ-strong. The Mau Mau has a large field 
for expansion, for the Kikuyu have spread from Kenya to Uganda and 
parts of Tanganyika. There is a strong possibility that in all 
areas where the Kikuyu reside in numbers the Society has cells which 
are propagating its ideas of power and plenty through terrorism 

3. Virtually no facts are available as to the size and 
leadership of the Mau Mau. Its size has been estimated as high as 
200,000| more likely it is much smaller, but it obtains the co- 
operation of many non-members by intimidation. Though hundreds of 
arrests have been mad®, these appear to be only of small fry 
fanatics, who refuse to give information or have none to give. It 
is probable that the stage has been reached at which the individual 
Kikuyu, aware of Mau Mans ruthlessness against dissidents and. in- 
formers, considers it safer to be inside the Society when invited 
than to remain outside. 


Approved For Release 2000/08/^PWMPHW»9T00937A0002000 10029-9 



^Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79T00937A00020001 0029-9 


underwlnl ^ d f predat ions are raising racial tensions, 

^®Waimng confidence between black and white, and thins putting 

d^«„ ^ J- trU °^ e *» “W Kikuyu arTtrLSd 

farm-hands for the whites. Many others 
nSt department o Regarded as the 

a^I*** 1 ® stives in East Africa, the Known 
aas ^ ered , tb® Western techniques of mass meetings, dele- 

S t «nSl*+ n f>, Pet iJJ , f n f* SI>d the Britlsh Colonial Office expected 
« th ******* Political responsibility 
Sf^ iV ® P° lltioal organization la East Africa, the^ 
Kwya African Union, is almost wholly Kikuyu and alms to. achieve 

^£2^\ ObJ * CtiV0S 137 coas titutic«alSLs | it may be disT^ 
covered to have a surreptitious connection with the Man ifau, 

. 31 stJ ff ic J ent force can be concentrated la the areas moot 

?^^^L a w th ® Britieh a PP« ar t° intend, and if the natives^ 
££* JSSSL*f® B P r Caa ** ow come, the back of toe ccm- 
be broken in a few weeks. No situation like that In 

toSn i W n ,f ier |^ and ther ® ** w evidence of external aid for 
2t ^ the is essential, or thf 

4a Kfinm, deteriorate, 2h ary event, developments 

* the hopes of those groups outsiae inio press 

ThL> a ^?? id Political r espoasiMU-ty to Africans. 

SXtlS tb® ^t® ®sttl«ra° fears that London gives 

too big a dose of civilization too fasti and 

— ttl—mts S ** BeCurLtlr of ^ ltloh 
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